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A VERY GOOD INVESTMENT HOME IN RANDALL COUNTY.

THE CAPTURE

February

Copyright, 1905. by O. U Kilmer.
N. C., the laatW port of the Confederacy to

fie closed against blockade
runners, fell Feb. 22, 1SG3,

as a sequel to the Federal capture of
Fort Fisher on Jan. lo. P.efore the col-

lapse of Fort Fisher, the grim sentry
at the mouth of Cape Fear river, Gen-

eral Schofleld had been ordered to bring
the Twenty-thir- d army corps from
Tennessee to North Carolina with a
view to securing a base for .Sherman,
who was to inarch northward through
the Carolinas.

After the fall of Fort Fisher
defense rested with Fort An-

derson, on the west bank of Cape Fear
river, and a force of ('en federates, led
by General Hoke, posted on the east
bank l.elow the city. Uniting the vic-

tors at Fort Fisher, under General Ter-
ry, with his owu men from the west,
Schofleld attempted to march up the
east bank and cross near the city.
Finding the route dilHeult owing to
storms and high tide, he transferred
two divisions, led by General Cox and
General Ames, the last among the cap-
tors of Fort Fisher, to the west bank
near the village of Siuithvillo and be-io- w

Fort Anderson.
Admiral Porter's warships had from

time to time bombarded Fort Anderson
nt long range und renewed their lire as
the land force advanced. General Cox
took the lead In the march upon the
fort and on the 17th got within two
miles of the outworks, his line resting
upon Cape Fear river and In communi-
cation with the fleet., A reconnoissance
revealed to General Cox a line of Con-

federate Infantry well lutrenched lead-
ing from the bank of the river to the
foot of Orton pond, a lake several miles
long. Owing to the protection of this
body of water the trenches could not be
turned except by a lng inarch. The
line was further protected ,by abatis
and manned with lield artillery, which
kept up a rapid fire of shrapnel when-
ever the Federala nlrwe.' witjjiu range.

Two of GeneirtJ Cox's brigades were
intrenched In front of Fort Anderson,

.and two others marched for the head
of Orton pond, a distance of fifteen
miles. It was night when the column
--cached the causeway at the head of
the pond. The enemy resisted General

j

j

GENKHAL COX'S ATTACK IN PONTOON BOATS.

Cox's advance across the swamp with
cavalry, but this was Anally outflank-
ed, and the troops passed the swamp
to high ground beyond. Throughout
the day the fleet kept up a rain of Are
upon Fort Anderson, and the Confed-
erates abandoned the place during the
night, leaving ten pieced of heavy ar-

tillery to the enemy..

OF WILMINGTON

22, 1803

The garrison of Fort Anderson re-

treated along the river bank to a
stream called Town creek, which flows
at right angles with Cape Fear river,
a few miles below V, ulngton. On
the east side of the rivei he Confed-
erates under General 1 1 oka also fell
back and took up a position opposite
the mouth of Town creek. General
Terry followed up Hoke in his retreat,
and Genera Ames' division crossed
from the west bank of the river to the
east to support Terry. General Cox
pursued the garrison c Jrmn to the
banks of Town creek.

Before evacuating Fort Anderson the
Confederates built a s.Toug line of
works on the north bonk of Town
creek and manned them with a Whit- -

j worth rilled caunon anl two field-Th- e

pieces. creek was deep and un- -
' fordable. The plank'ng was removed
j from the bridge over th creek, and
guns in the works swept the long
causeway over .the marsh leading to
the bridge. A single Confederate bri-

gade led by General Ilagood held the
works at Town creek.

' General Cox's skirmishers worked
their way through the marsh to the
edge of the creek and picked up an
abandoned fiatbont which was used
on the 2Kh to ferry troops across.
As the boat could carry but fifty men,
it consumed half a day to put two
brigades across. During this move-
ment Cox's laipshooters on the south
bank crept so close to the creek as tc
make it hot for the Confederates to
show themselves above the parapet.
The Whitworlh gun In the works was
disabled by arUI'ery tire, and the Fed-
eral navy steamed up within range,
compelling th Confederates on both
sides of Cape Fear river to take po-

sitions out of reach.
The Confederate. behind Town creek

made the mistake of thinking that the
ground on the Hanks of their position
was impossible for the Federals to
march over. General Cox didn't find
the region picketed and soon struck
the highroad two miles in rear of the
works. The Confederates had begun
a line of breastworks facing to the
rear and turned about to meet Cox
when they discovered his line moving
down from Wilmington way. A single
charge of the Federals broke the line,
and the commander surrendered with
400 men and a cannon. Part of the
Confederates escaped to Wilmington.

During the night General Cox repair-
ed the bridge over Town creek and,
with his whole force, trains and artil-
lery, set out for Wilmington. Mean- -

while General Hoke's Confederates
still held General Terry back on the
east of the river. After a march of six
miles Cox was again held up by Mill
creek, an unfordable stream with
us oririge imrneu. i wo, Hours were
passed in repairing the bridge, and the
column maivhed on to P.runswick Fer-
ry, in front of Wilmington. Here
railway bridge fired by the ''Jnfed-erate- s

was still burning, btu several
boats of a pontoon bridge used by the
Confederates had been overlooked, and
with these the troops were poled across
to Eagle Island, midway of the river
end about a mile wide,

General Cox Immediately began to
repair the pontoon bridge and cross
his column to the Island. Meanwhile
the detachment which had been ferried
over marched on toward the city fer-
ry and were met by a party of Con-
federates having a couple of cannon
in position behind a rude work they
had constructed to defend the road.
While the riflemen of the Federal van-
guard attempted to drive the Confed-
erate gunners from their pieces Gen-

eral Cox opened with artillery from
the west bank, and the explosion of
the shells so close to the city warned
the authorities that un enemy was at
their gates.

Persistent rumors had been afloat
around Wilmington that the Confeder-
ate General Hardee, who had evacuat-
ed Charleston and moved north with
several thousand men, was about to
succor the threatened city. General
Terry could make no headway in try-

ing to push Hoke's Confederates on
the eust.bank rlyej.and it was
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General Cox's story of the day
Is that the commanding officer of the
expedition. General SchoCeld, ordered
him (Cox) after lie had secured a lodg-
ment upon Eagle island to draw back
and ferry his tror.ps to the east bank
of Cape Fear river to Terry.

Being convinced what he hail
seen on the west bank. General Cox
says that he purposely delayed obey-
ing orders promptly, put one brigade In
motion and reported the circumstance
fully to his superior. The river bank
being lined with swamps, it was mid-
night of the 21st before Cox's couriers
reached his headquarters with fresh
directions from Schofleld. The chief
approved Cox's action, although he had
6ent orders to him to recross
the river and support Terry in an at-

tack on Hoke. These orders had been
the more urgent the afternoon of the
21st because Hoke resumed the ag-

gressive at that time as a cover to ids
retreat and the abandonment of Wil-

mington to its fate. General Hoke
marched away during the night, and
Terry's troops followed up. entering
the city at the dawn of Washington's
birthday.

Wilmington having been secured as
a base for Sherman in case of need.
General Schofleld turned his attention
to securing a better one at Newborn,
N. C, then in Federal possession, but
cut off from Goldsboro. where Sher-
man was expected to halt by a Confed
erate post at Kingston. Leaving Terry
In command of Wilmington, Schofleld
detached General Cox to Newbern to
open the road to Goldsboro. This was
effected after a stubborn battle at
Kingston, and Schofleld united the col
umn under Terry with Sherman's army
at Goldsboro. with communications
open to both Newbern and Wilming-
ton. GEORGE L. KILMEIt.

Messrs Joe Sherman, Bell Reed

and - Dillworth, were among the
Lubbock men &,rnef through here
Sunday to attend the
Convention at Amarillo.'
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Sheriff Penny and county clerk
Stubbs of Lubbock were in town
Monday, going to the big blow-ou- t

at Amarillo.

Mrs. Johnnie Howell visited
Amarillo yesterday.

Judye L. S. Kinder of Plainview,
at Amarillo among the bankers-Monday- ,

passed through here Tuesday
on his return home.

Fulton Brown shipped a car of

hogs from Unbaryer Saturday.

Jas. B. Posey, cashier of the
First Nat'l. Bank at Floydada, and
his son, Walter S. Posey, cashier
of the First Nat'l. Bank, Lubbock,
spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs.
L. T. Lester, on their way to at-

tend the Panhandle Bankers' Con-

vention at Amarillo Monday.

One of the best crowd catchers
in Amarillo Monday and Tuesday
was a medicine Montebank whose,
most interesting exhibit consisted
of the different varieties of worms,
stomach and tape, he claims to

have taken from the natives in and

about the town.

Steer cattle are up from last
year some two dollars per head
in the AnirHo conn try.

Beef cattle prices on hoof
have advanced over a dollar
per hundred weight in the last
month.

Witherspoon & Gough.

Gold Storage Bill.
Following is the text of sen-

ate bill No. 44, by Terrell and
Chambers, familiarly known as
"the cold storage bill," which
has been approved by the gov-
ernor:

"Section 1. If any person,
firm or association of persons,
agent or employe of any person,
firm or association of persons,
who are engaged in the business
or occupation of keeping or
storing spirituous, vinous or in-

toxicating liquors for others
within any county, justice pre-
cinct, subdivision of a county,
city or town in which the sale of
spirituous, vinous and intox-
icating liquor has been prohibit-
ed under the laws of this state
shall permit any one to drink
spirituous, vinour or intoxicat
ing liquor within such place of
business, such persons, firm or
association of persons, agents or
employes, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor.

"Sec. 2. If any person, firm
or association ot persons, or any
agent or employe, shall be found
guilty of the above offense they
shall be punished by a tine in
any sum not less than twenty-Ay- e

dollars ($25) and by confine-
ment in the county jail for not
less than sixty days."

St Petersburg clings fondly to
the idea that Admiral Togo was
altogether ignorant ot 'riopest-vensky- '

approach to the China
sea and that the present Rus
sian layout has the Jap dazed.
Not belore the showdown will
the pitiable denseness of the
Russian come home to him.

The legislature adjourned
Saturday without makmg pro
vision for either the deficit in
unds or the necessary running

expenses ot tne State govern
ment. The L'overnor immediate- -

y called a special session to
remedy this condition, his call
requiring legislature on these
two subjects only an addition
al ad valorem taxand appropria- -

ion for actual expense of the
government.
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The price of stock cattle has
advanced from one to two dol- -

ars per head on the south Texas
ranges.

New.s Roll ot Honor.

Under this heading will be found
the amounts received on subscript-
ion to the News during the past
week, and names of the parties
paying. 1 nis win serve as a re
ceipt to those of our subscribers for-

warding money by mail.

Stirling Coffre $1.00
Oscar Hunt 1.00

W. Spires 50
C Jenkins 1 00

Sal lie McGehee 1 00

For Sale Two Jersey cows,
extra milkers, 3 years old, one will

be "fresh" about last of April, the
other about May 15. These are
good four-gallo- n cows. Inquire at
this office or call or write the own-

er. K. F. McRae,
Taggart, Texas.

Trv the News for Job Work.


